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   Labor Day Sectional in Spokane 
    (new venue!) 

 

Aug 31- Sep 3         @ Quality Inn - 8923 East Mission 3rd Ave – Spokane Valley 
	  
Friday  August 31           
1:00 Stratified Pairs, One Session      
6:00 Stratified Pairs, One Session      
                
Saturday September 1          
10:30 Stratified Board-a-Match Teams, First Session  
  3:00 Stratified Board-a-Match Teams, Second Session  
 
Sunday September 2         
10:30 Stratified Pairs, First Session     
  3:00 Stratified Pairs, Second Session     
              
Monday September 3         
10:30 Stratified Teams, Two Sessions     
  3:00 (Victory Points) (7  8-Board Matches) 
     
Strata: 0-500, 500-1500, 1500+ (Average of the pair or team)       
                

Intermediate/Newcomer 
Friday  August 31           
 1:00 Stratified Pairs, One Session       
 6:00 Stratified Pairs, One Session       
                
Sunday September 2       
 10:30 Stratified Pairs, One Session     
   3:00 0-5 Pairs, One Session  
   

2012 Unit 448 Championship Games at Comfort Inn 
Check updated schedule at spokanebridge.com/events/games/ 

 
August	  5,	  2012	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  5:00	  One	  Session	  
September	  9,	  2012	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1:00	  and	  5:00	  Two	  Sessions	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
October	  14,	  2012	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1:00	  &	  TBA	  $1	  extra	  for	  each	  game	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Charity	  Game	  
November	  11,	  2012	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1:00	  pm	  One	  Session	  
December	  9,	  20112	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1:00	  pm	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Christmas	  Party	  
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"The Learning Corner" by Dennis Cohen  
 

Take the Sure Thing 
 

Frequently, but unfortunately not always, there is a 100% line of play. One of the advantages 
experienced bridge players have is that they recognize these situations when they arise. The following 
is such a hand. 
You’re playing in a MP-scored pair event when you and your partner bid the these cards to 6♡ from the 
South, after South opens 1♡ and shows the singleton spade over a Jacoby 2NT response. 
 

N: ♠ A5 ♥AJ1076 ♦32 ♣A954 
 

S: 3 ♥KQ842 ♦AK7 ♣K862 
 

West leads the ♦Q. You win that in hand with the ace, pull two rounds of trump (they broke 2-1) and 
proceed by eliminating the spades and diamonds from both hands. At this point, you are left with  
♥107 ♣A954 in the dummy and ♥K8 ♣K862 in your hand, with dummy on lead. 
The vast majority of the players who were in this situation got it wrong, playing for 3-2 clubs, when 
they had a sure thing staring them in the face.  
If you lead a small club toward your hand and East plays a low club, play your 8. If West wins, he 
either has to give you a sluff and ruff, allowing you to discard a club from one of the hands, or he has 
to return a club. In the latter case, on the return of a low club, put in dummy’s 9. If that wins, you’ve 
just picked up clubs for one loser in the suit; otherwise, it gets covered and clubs were 3-2, so you’re 
home free. If West returns an honor, let it run around to your K. Clubs are either 3-2 (East follows), so 
you’re once again home free, or East shows out and you can how lead small toward the A9, finessing 
West out of his remaining honor. 
A little more interesting is when East plays an honor. If that occurs, you duck the trick, with the same 
end-play situations arising as above. Either you get a sluff and ruff or East has to continue clubs and 
you just let his return run around to dummy. On 3-2 breaks, you win the rest of the tricks and on 4-1 
breaks, you win in dummy with the 9 or A, depending upon the returned club, and again have the 
remainder, possibly with a marked finesse. 
For those who are curious, this hand occurred on BBO in an ACBL Speedball game at match point 
scoring, with 108 tables in play (216 pairs). 98 pairs played the hand in hearts (some in 4, some in 6), 
but only 11 took twelve tricks (two of them playing in slam) with clubs breaking 4-1. The ten pairs who 
didn’t play a heart contract were defending against a 6♠ sacrifice that lost the obvious 5 tricks, for 
minus 1100, for a 5% result, which was better than the 2% result they would have gotten for defending 
6♥, assuming that the declarer would have been one of the few who played the hand correctly, but 
much worse than the result if the declarer played it incorrectly, as was the case with the majority of the 
field. 
If you find this type of hand interesting, there is a book by George S. Coffin, titled Sure Tricks that you 
might find, used, somewhere — unfortunately this wonderful collection of 100 “perfect play” problems 
is out-of-print. With practice, you’ll start to recognize these combinations and become a declarer less-
experienced players fear. 
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"The Ruling Corner" by David Corn 
 

                   QUESTIONS 
 
I am writing this article in response to many people within our Unit that have asked that I do so.   
The main topic is dealing with when/if one SHOULD or CAN ask questions about the opponents' 
bidding of a deal while the auction is still in progress, or even during the play of the deal. 
 
The Laws of Duplicate Bridge permit the players to ask questions about the opponents' methods at their 
turn to bid or to play.  The Laws, however, also deal with possible unauthorized information (UI) as a 
result of questions asked and answers given. 
 
Here are a few examples of what I have either witnessed or heard about within the last few months:  
 
Let’s say the opponents have a Stayman auction and the bidding subsequently dies in 3NT and it goes 
Pass, Pass to you. 
 
While the Laws give you the RIGHT to ask questions about the auction before partner makes his face 
down opening lead, it is very poor form for you to inquire at this point.  The CORRECT thing to do is 
allow your partner to ask any questions he/she may have before he leads, or, if he doesn't, and you still 
have a question you feel needs to be clarified, ask AFTER he has chosen his face down opening lead. 
This way, no suspicion will ever fall upon you for trying to influence partner's choice of leads with 
questions and the director subsequently being forced to rule on possible UI. 
 
Another one that I recently witnessed was my side having a strong 2/1 auction that subsequently 
morphed into my bidding 4NT and my partner bidding 5S.  The person on my right, who was almost 
surely going to be the opening leader, asked about the meaning of 5S.  Now, I ask you, why would he 
EVER do that?  
The only conclusion that one can reasonably come to is that the question-asker wanted to make sure that 
his PARTNER was aware of the meaning of 5S.  But, I ask you, could this question not have been easily 
asked at the conclusion of the auction, instead? 
 
So, with all that being said, I will conclude with the following:  IF YOU HAVE NO INTENTION 
OF BIDDING at the point you ask a question, wait for the conclusion of the auction so as to not bring 
suspicion onto yourself for attempting to influence partner's choice of opening leads, and also, again, IF 
YOU HAVE NO INTENTION OF BIDDING, don't ask questions for partner's benefit.  He/she is 
supposedly a big boy or big girl, and if he needs a question asked and answered, let him/her do it, 
instead. 
I think if we all adhere to this advice, we would all have a lot more fun at the game and possible 
infractions including UI would never surface, nor would the directors ever have to rule on UI situations. 
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“Directors’ Corner” by Brenda Simpson  
 
Be careful of the “2 Club” Opening Bid description on your player	  card.	  	  Mike	  Flager,	  the	  Director	  who	  
writes	  for	  the	  ACBL	  Bulletin,	  presented	  an	  interesting	  problem	  to	  directors	  at	  a	  recent	  National	  
Tournament.	  	  If	  a	  player	  opens	  the	  bidding	  with	  2	  clubs,	  holding	  AKQJxxxx	  in	  a	  suit	  and	  an	  outside	  
A	  (14	  points)	  he	  should	  have	  on	  his	  card	  that	  he	  will	  have	  8	  ½	  quick	  tricks	  or	  22+	  points.	  	  
Otherwise,	  an	  opponent	  with	  quick	  tricks	  can	  object	  when	  they	  are	  not	  successful	  doubling	  the	  
opener’s	  contract.	  
	  
Mr.	  Flager	  looks	  unkindly	  on	  experienced	  players	  who	  psych	  against	  novices	  and	  recommended	  
that	  directors	  take	  a	  firm	  position	  against	  this	  practice.	  He	  also	  suggested	  that	  directors	  request	  
new	  players	  be	  given	  some	  slack	  if	  they	  hesitate	  due	  to	  their	  inexperience.	  A	  director	  call,	  for	  a	  
newbie,	  is	  very	  scary,	  as	  we	  can	  all	  remember.	  
 

 
Senior Expo 

 
On Sat, May 15, Unit 448 was represented by 24 bridge players at the Senior Expo to help promote 
"Bridge for the Brain". They played bridge at our booth for an hour in 6 shifts from 9:00AM to 3:00PM. 
Kudos to Bob Richards, Pat and Cheryl McCarthy, Ron Krueger, Carol Van Parys, Dave Barr, Theresa 
and Pete Barthels, Doyle Crook and Barbara Womack, Kristine and Vince Fratelli, Patti and Jerry 
Schelle, Pam Orne, Myrla Walta, Mary Borrell, Mary Ann Morrison,Carol McCullough and Randy 
Poncher, Gracia Hasmess, Ellie Lomax, Arrie Frakes,and coordinator Brenda Simpson 
 
All the people who filled out an "Interest in Bridge" card were contacted and offered 4 free classes on 
Wed. mornings for the month of June. Over a dozen students attended. These classes were designed to 
enable Theresa Barthels, Mike Coopersmith, Doyle Crook, and Jim Stremba to practice teaching after 
being certified by ACBL.  Each teacher taught one Wed. with assistance from Brenda.  These sessions 
will be a basis for Fall classes. Any classes offered will be listed on our web site. 
	  

 
Travelling around the Country? 

 
ACBL Mobile is an application for iPod/iPad that helps traveling bridge players to find Bridge clubs in 
the surrounding area. If you have an iPod/iPad go to Application Center, search for ACBL Mobile and 
install it. Once installed, enter the ZIP code of your (traveling) location and the application will show all 
the surrounding bridge clubs, the contact phone number and the web site where you can get additional 
info about tournaments. 
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  Winners in 2012 Lilac Sectional 
 

Saturday Pairs Winners Swiss Teams Winners 
     Jodi Kimbrell 

      Charles Bennett       David Corn 
      Dave Westfall            Brian Weaver 

     William Whitesel 
 

   Tentative 2013 Unit 448 Championship Games  
Check updated schedule at spokanebridge.com/events/games/ 

 
January 13, 2013             1:00 PM One Session 
February 23, 2013           1:00 PM One Session $1 Add'l                   Junior Fund     
March 10, 2013               1:00 and 5:00 Two Session                         Awards Game   
April 21, 2013 ?              1:00 pm One Session 
May 19, 2013                  1:00 and 5:00 Two Sessions                       Team Game     
June 2, 2013                    5:00 pm One Session 
July, 2013                        No game 
August 18, 2013              5:00 One Session 
September 22, 2013        1:00 and 5:00 Two Sessions                         
October 13, 2013            1:00 & TBA $1 extra for each game          Charity Game 
November 17, 2013        1:00 pm One Session 
December 1, 2013          1:00 pm                                                       Christmas Party 

	  
Spokane Bridge Unit 448 Board of Directors 

and appointed Chairs 
	  

Thru Elected Representatives  Annual Appointments 
2014    Bob Kautz President      Norma Hols Disciplinary Chair 
2013    Norma Hols VP      Jackie Biel Recorder 
2013  Carol Van Parys Secretary Brenda Simpson Education Liaison 
2014    Jodi Kimbrell Treasurer      Jodi Kimbrell Tournament Chair 
2012    Norma Hols Membership Chair  David Rottmayer Unit Game Director 
2012    Bob Gellner Webmaster      Rita Guzzard  Charity Chair 
2013 Anne Henrichs Hospitality Chair   
2012  Cristina Gallotti Grand Slammer Editor   

2014  Nancy Edwards I/N Chair   
2012      Ron Krueger  	     
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ACBL Certified Bridge Teachers’ Schedule 
 
Brenda Simpson        Tel (509) 939-4666       bsbridge@aol.com 
 
Mon -- Valley Spokane Club -- 5900 E. 4th 
10:00-12:00 -- Advanced class -- 2 over 1 by Audrey Grand and Eric Rockwell 
12:30-2:30 -- Intermediate class -- More Commonly Used Conventions 
 
Tues -- Brenda’s home --11725 E. Glenview Circle 
 6:00-8:00 -- Intermediate class -- Doubles --Takeout, penalty, support, balancing and super take out. 
 
Wed -- Comfort Inn -- 923 E.3rd Ave 
9:30-11:30 -- Diamond Series -- Play of the Hand -- Use of Promotion, Length, Finesse, Hold up Play, 
Counting,etc 
 
Wed -- Brenda’s home -- 11725 E. Glenview Circle 
6:00-8:00 -- Beginners-Club Series -- Bidding 
 
Thur -- Brenda’s home 
10:00-12:00 -- Advanced Play and Defense 
 
Fri -- Valley Senior Center -- 2426 N Discover Place 
10:00-12:00 -- Beginners -- Club Series -- Bidding 
12:30-2:30 -- Diamond Series -- Play of the Hand 
 
All classes begin the Week of Sept. 10th for 8 weeks @$10.00 a class.  
 
*********************** 
 

For information about other classes or tutoring, contact one of these ACBL certified 
bridge teachers. 

 
Theresa Barthels        Tel (509) 235-5929      ptbarth@centurytel.net.Peter 
Mike Coopersmith     Tel (509) 599-1545      pfmcs2@comcast.net 
Kay Fergie                  Tel (509) 838-3270      catherinefergie@comcast.net 
James Sremba            Tel (509) 473-9741      jimbosremba@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 

Issues of the SLAMMER (2005-current) can be viewed at spokanebridge.com/slammer.php 

Cristina	  Gallotti,	  editor	  
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